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[bookmark: _Toc20]Abstract
Students’ leisure time is the time they still have after they have completed all their school and family duties. There are various ways in which students can spend their free time, and various possibilities of influencing the way they spend it (Byrne et al., 2006). This paper explores how much leisure time young teenagers have, how they spend it, and to what extent and in which ways online social networks are present in the free time of the research population. The results indicate that young teenagers have about four hours of free time a day, on average, and that during that time about 75% of respondents participate in various organized leisure activities. Furthermore, 89% of respondents have profiles on online social networks, and spend about one third of their free time online. Despite the high interest they express for this kind of socializing, the majority of respondents prefer meeting their peers face to face. The paper suggests that there is a need for more organized outdoor activities, which would make it possible for teenagers to spend time with their peers, and that more attention should be paid to media education.
[bookmark: _Toc21]Outcome
Students have on average 4 hours of free time during a day, and 75% of them use that time to participate in different activities (sports, music, foreign languages, etc). 89% of participants in this research claim to have profile on social media, most of them are on Facebook and Instagram. When asked when did they first open up a profile on social media, the average age turned out to be 10,1 years. They use social media several times a day (41%), or at least once a day (13%), and there is a significant number of students who are constantly online (22%). Students are mostly worried about their safety online, and they take precautionary measures (64%), and for most of them, their parents have knowledge about their online presence.
What is interesting is that 89% of students would rather hang out with friends in person, than on social media. (translated by the coder)
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