CO:RE Evidence Base	Downloaded on 28 Apr 2025
Publication
Personal and Family Sociodemographic Correlates of Types of Online Activities in School-Aged Children: a Multicountry Study
[bookmark: _Toc2]Details
[bookmark: _Toc3]Year
2021
[bookmark: _Toc4]DOI
10.1007/s12187-021-09805-4
[bookmark: _Toc5]Issued
2021
[bookmark: _Toc6]Language
English
[bookmark: _Toc7]Volume
14
[bookmark: _Toc8]Issue
4
[bookmark: _Toc9]Start Page
[bookmark: _Toc10]End Page
[bookmark: _Toc11]Authors
Wu J.;Sebre S.;Jusienė R.;Pakalniškienė V.;Miltuze A.;Li Y.
[bookmark: _Toc12]Type
Journal article
[bookmark: _Toc13]Journal
Child Indicators Research
[bookmark: _Toc14]Publisher
Springer Science and Business Media LLC
[bookmark: _Toc15]Sample
840 children aged 8–10 years and their parents in Latvia, Lithuania
and Taiwan.
[bookmark: _Toc16]Abstract
The Internet has become an integral part of everyday life, but analytical and systematic investigation of school-aged children’s online activities is lacking. This study aims to describe children’s Internet use according to types of online activities and examine the personal and family sociodemographic correlates of types of online activities within different sociocultural contexts. Cross-sectional survey data were collected from 840 children aged 8–10 years and their parents in Latvia, Lithuania and Taiwan. Children reported the frequency of using the Internet for ten specific activities, which were classified into the three distinct types of online activities, namely, information seeking, social interactions and entertainment, through multigroup confirmatory factor analysis. Overall, school-aged children used the Internet most frequently for entertainment and least frequently for social interactions, and Latvian children engaged the most frequently in all types of online activities. The multiple linear regression results show that in all three countries, children’s device ownership and use of the Internet to cope with negative emotions were the two most salient correlates of engagement in different online activities. Although family socioeconomic (e.g., parent’s education, financial status) differences in Internet usage types were not evident, there were country variations in the association of online activity types with family demographic factors (e.g., living arrangement, child’s number of siblings). This study identifies personal and family sociodemographic correlates of the types of activities children perform online and highlights differences in the comparison countries.
[bookmark: _Toc17]Outcome
The types of activities people perform online matter in many aspects of life, but there is little evidence focusing on child populations. The present study is a first step to empirically define a three-type classification to depict the online activities of young school-aged children from three comparison countries and examine the personal and family correlates of this use. Children’s device ownership and use of the Internet as an outlet for negative emotions were common factors that predicted more frequent Internet use for all types of online activities. Family sociodemographic correlates of use types was less evident in younger children in countries with high Internet penetration, but cross-country variations existed. The findings provide implications for facilitating adequate use of the Internet in early school-aged children with consideration of sociocultural contexts. Efforts to determine the associations between types of online activities and possible consequences along the developmental course have yet to be made.
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