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A Swedish online community aimed at people between the ages of 14 and 28. The study focuses on a digital conversation (thread) called Global warming is a hoax! This thread is still in operation today. The part of the thread that has been analysed takes place between April 2009 and May 2011 and consists of 443 posts (communication units in the conversation that constitute the conversation). 67 participants are involved in the conversation, 15 of which are female and 52 male. The average age in the conversation is 17.
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Young people’s conversations about environmental and sustainability issues in social media and their educational implications are under-researched. Understanding young people’s meaning-making in social media and the experiences they acquire could help teachers to stage pluralistic and participatory approaches to classroom discussions about the environment and sustainability. The aim of the article is to explore the characteristics of meaning-making in young people’s conversations about environmental and sustainability issue in social media, more precisely in an online community. The study takes a public pedagogy and citizenship-as-practice approach and uses Epistemological Move Analysis. The conversation are shown to be argumentative, sophisticated, elaborative and competitive and create an educational situation in which facts about the world and moral and political values and interests are confronted and argued. The findings raise questions about pluralistic and participatory approaches and the staging of classroom conversations in environmental and sustainability education.
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"The conversation are shown to be argumentative, sophisticated, elaborative and competitive and create an educational situation in which facts about the world and moral and political values and interests are confronted and argued. The findings raise questions about pluralistic and participatory approaches and the staging of classroom conversations in environmental and sustainability education." (Authors, in Abstract)
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