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The article examines the conditions for digital participation in and outside of school for children and young living in rural areas. The relatively uniform image of young people as "digital natives" is called into question. The data gathering tooko place in one school (preschool class to 6th grade) located in rural Sweden. The majority of the students and teachers there assigned the digital tools and the internet in the periphery of their everyday school life, and the interactions were found to take place mostly via offline, not using digital tools. A risk was identified that the absence of digital tools could have negative consequences for how the studied children would be able to develop their digital participation, their possibilities to learning and education, and - by extension - their ability to participate in societal development.
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The majority of the students and teachers there assigned the digital tools and the internet in the periphery of their everyday school life, and the interactions were found to take place mostly via offline, not using digital tools. A risk was identified that the absence of digital tools could have negative consequences for how the studied children would be able to develop their digital participation, their possibilities to learning and education, and - by extension - their ability to participate in societal development. (Authors, in Abstract; trans. by coder)
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