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This study investigates the relationship between cybervictimization and body esteem among 1076 pupils, ages 10–15. More specifically we investigated if being the victim of cyberbullying was related to body esteem, and if there were any grade and gender differences in these relationships. Additionally, we examined how often pupils' believed that cyberbullying was directed at the victims' appearance, and if this view was more common when girls were cybervictims compared to when boys were cybervictims. Pupils in fourth grade (10-year-olds), sixth grade (12-year-olds) and ninth grade (15-year-olds), from 21 different schools in Gothenburg were surveyed. The main finding was that victims of cyberbullying reported poorer body esteem than non-cybervictims. The results also showed that pupils believed that cyberbullying was directed at the victims' appearance, especially when girls were victims. This study provides unique data concerning the links between being exposed to cyberbullying and body esteem.
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"The main finding of this study was that victims of cyberbullying reported poorer body esteem than non-cybervictims. The results further showed that pupils believed that cyberbullying was directed at the victims' appearance, especially when girls were cybervictims. Finally, being cyberbullied was more common among pupils in fourth grade compared to older pupils, and girls were more likely to be cybervictimized in the fourth grade." (Authors, 339)
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