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The purpose of this report is to gain insight about the digital and media literacy of Bulgarian children by examining and analysing their online behaviour and ICT use. The report uses the 2016 Bulgarian national representative survey to this end and compares the findings to the EU Kids Online 2010 Bulgarian data where applicable. The findings and analysis of this report could provide directions for the Bulgarian Ministry of Education and Science in its efforts to meet the  standards determined by the Committee on the Rights of The Child. The 2016 national representative survey was a  sociological research project, aimed at examining Bulgarian children’s online behaviour and ICT use; it was not designed for testing and diagnosing the digital and media literacy skills of Bulgarian children. The conclusions of this report are largely based on Bulgarian children’s subjective reports about the level of their digital and media literacy skills. This data is analysed in the context of children’s activities online in order to partially make up for the limited reliability of subjective reports. Nevertheless, this report does not rely on a specifically designed methodology for accurately testing  digital and  media literacy skills.These limitations of the analysis must be taken into account when interpreting the survey’s results for the purposes of this report.
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This report used the DigComp Conceptual Reference Model as a guideline for examining the digital and media literacy skills of 9-17 old Bulgarians on the basis of their online behaviour and ICT use. The findings suggest that Bulgarian children use the internet at an earlier age and more frequently than ever, which has helped them develop their digital and media literacy skills.They demonstrate high abilities in articulating their information needs and satisfying most of them, using a variety of means for online interaction, managing and protecting their digital identities, supporting their friends and parents in developing their digital competency levels, and even using programming languages. Nevertheless, several competency gaps were also identified in the report:
Low incentive to satisfy school-related information needs.
Insufficient ability to evaluate online information.
Passivity in online interaction, which translates into passivity in online sharing and digital content creation
Missed opportunities for online collaboration and civic participation.
Underdeveloped digital safety skills of older children.
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