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In total, 9,563 children started and 4,267 children finished the online questionnaire plus 55 children in Cuba who wrote their answers into a PDF document. The data collection time was March 31th to April 26th 2020, i.e. the high peak of the shutdown in most countries. Only countries with at least n=50 children were included in the analysis. The final sample includes 42 countries on all continents and 4,322 children, with a relatively balanced age distribution (between 18% and 21% per age cohort). The number of children per country varied between n=50 and n=698.
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"An international study in 42 countries inquired children’s perception of the coronacrisis, their knowledge on COVID-19 and the role the media play in this." (Götz et al., 2020, 4)
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"In this period of lockdown, children face an extraordinary situation. Many everyday routines and activities, such as attending school or participating in leisure activities, are no longer possible. Now, children must stay at home. This sometimes means living in narrow and loud circumstances, causing much more tension within families. One-third of the children in our study perceived their parents as “very worried,” and half of the children expressed feeling worried themselves, with the biggest fear being the possibility of COVID-19 infection among family or friends. Most children demonstrated a basic knowledge about coronavirus and how they can protect themselves and others. Further, most children could identify rumors and fake news, although a proportion of the children we surveyed could not. Faced with extraordinary times, children reported using media more than before, especially to beat boredom, do their homework, stay in contact with friends, get information, and regulate their emotions. These findings demonstrate that children’s media are bearing a great responsibility, serving important functions for children during the COVID-19 crisis. We wish to emphasize the results dealing with children’s knowledge and worries, because we observed a correlation between more accurate knowledge about the coronavirus and fewer reports of feeling “very worried.” These findings underline that children’s media have the potential to play an important role in this pandemic by helping children to 1) cope with this special situation in age-appropriate, readily-understandable ways; 2) develop understandings of responsible behavior for themselves and towards others; and 3) to react appropriately in the given situation." (Summary of the authors; Götz et al., 2020, 9)
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