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"Digital media now have a major impact on relationship and sexual life. This is especially true for young people. One example is the so-called phenomenon of "sexting", which refers to sending and exchanging one's own nude photos via the internet or mobile phone. For the first time in Austria, the Saferinternet.at initiative commissioned the Institute for Youth Culture Research to conduct a study on the topic of "Sexting in the lifeworld of young people". In a representative online survey, 500 young people between the ages of 14 and 18 were asked about the prevalence, motives and experiences surrounding the topic of "sexting"." (saferinternet.at, 2015, online; translated by the coder)
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Sexting is popular among adolescents, 51% of them know about sexting activities in their peer group. 33% of them already received such content, 16% did sexting actively. 31% of them name sexting "normal", and even 9% agree that it is "normal" to know nude pictures of the best friend. 81 percent rate the risk of negative consequences as high or very high, however, sexting is perceived as important for relationship management and self-expression, but also as proof of love. Almost half of all young people (46%) know someone who has had problems with sexting. The most frequent consequences among the respondents' acquaintances: the recordings were spread among friends (81 %), the people depicted were made fun of (55 %), the recordings were made public (49 %), the recordings were shown to parents or teachers (21 %) and blackmail (14 %). Criminal law reform is needed to counter the increase in sexting among young people. (saferinternet.at, 2015, online; summary and translation by the coder)
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