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The Health Behaviour in School-aged Children Study (HBSC Study), developed in 1982, is the largest European child and adolescent health study, which is realised by a multidisciplinary network of researchers in close cooperation with the WHO European Office. The survey has been conducted every four years since 1986. 42 European countries and regions, but also Israel and Canada are involved. In 2016, the international comparative study "Growing up Unequal" was presented for the first time. In Austria, the HBSC study is conducted by the Institute for Health Promotion and Prevention (IfGP) on behalf of the Ministry of Health.
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The study records the health and health behaviour of Austrian pupils aged 11, 13, 15 and 17. In addition to health status, health behaviour and social influencing factors, trends are also described, e.g. stress, dietary behaviour or smoking behaviour.
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