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Digital Generation – Kinder, Jugendliche und digitale Medien (DigiGen)
Engl. transl.: DigiGen - Research into the impact of technological transformations on the Digital Generation
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2019
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Multinational
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· Austria
· Belgium
· Estonia
· Germany
· Greece
· Norway
· Romania
· Spain
· United Kingdom
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Empirical research – Mixed methods
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· Secondary analysis
· Textual / documentary / content analysis
· Interview
· Participatory
· Other
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Junior research project, for pupils - by pupils
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Children
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· Preschool (0-5 Years old)
· Kids (6-10 Years old)
· Pre-adolescents (11-13 Years old)
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European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme
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European Union / Commission
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Consent not mentioned
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Ethical considerations and/or protocol mentioned in the research design
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https://www.digigen.eu/
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"Much of the research to date on the impact of technological transformations on children and young people has been survey-based, with an overabundance of studies focusing on opportunities, risk and safety. While this focus is certainly important, DigiGen addresses the impact of technological transformations on children and young people in relation to the harmful versus the beneficial effects of ICT use in their everyday lives.
DigiGen aims to fill the current research gaps: scarcity of qualitative research in this domain, lack of involvement of children and young people in the research design, and the under-representation of children under the age of 12.
The project does so by applying a mixed-methods approach with a major focus on collecting qualitative data and child and youth driven research. The project has a particular emphasis on risk, resilience, and enhancing factors.
The interdisciplinary research on children and young people and the role of ICT in their everyday lives in DigiGen integrates theoretical and methodological perspectives from different disciplines such as sociology, education, ICT science, culture, social work, public health, communication, economics, etc.
The overall methodological approach within the DigiGen project follows the traditions of the social sciences but the endeavour goes beyond the traditional academic rules of producing knowledge. The use of qualitative methods – with the implied commitment to researching people’s experiences from the inside out – offers great potential to mirror the messiness of the everyday experiences that most people, particularly children and young people, navigate.
DigiGen’s main research question is: how are children and young people affected by the technological transformations in their everyday lives?
Methods used in the projects are systematic literature research, overview of existing data and secondary quantitative data analysis, and primary qualitative data collection and analysis." (DigiGen, 2021, online)
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